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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 3549 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PK, IN, MCAP 

SUBJECT: GOP FEARS IMPENDING INDIAN NUCLEAR EXPLOSION MAY 
DELAY NORMALIZATION PROCESS 

REF: ISLAMABAD 3504 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: PAKS, DISTRUBED BY INFORMATION THEY CLAIM TO 
HAVE ABOUT IMPENDING SECOND INDIAN NUCLEAR EXPLOSION, 
ARE HOLDING BACK REPLY TO INDIAN PROPOSAL THAT CIVIL 
AIR TALKS BE HELD NEXT MONTH. THEY FEAR THAT IN WAKE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ISLAMA 03549 221628Z 

BLAST THEIR PUBLIC OPINIONHKIGX REGARD ANY CONCESSIONS 
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THEY MAKE AS RESULT OF EXPLOSION-INSPIRED FEAR. THEY 
ARE PRESSING US FOR OUR ASSESSMENT OF INDIAN EXPLOSION 
PROSPECTS. WE CONTINUE TO THINK THAT IT WOULD BE 
INADVISABLE TO SHARE SUCH ASSESSMENT WITH PAKS BUT 
DEPARTMENT (AND NEW DELHI) MAY BE AWARE OF FACTORS WHICH 
MIGHT LEAD TO A DIFFERENT CONCLUSION UNDER THESE DIS- 
TURBING CIRCUMSTANCES. END SUMMARY. 

1. DIRECTOR GENERAL (SOUTH ASIA) HAYAT MEHDI CALLED IN 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR AT SHORT NOTICE THIS MORNING TO 
RAISE ISSUE OF POTENTIAL IMPACT THAT SECOND IMYKAN 
NUCLEAR EXPLOSION COULD HAVE ON PROJECTED CIVIL AIR 
NEGOTIATIONS AND, IN THIS CONTEXT, TO REQUEST ON MORE 
URGENT BASIS THAN HE HAD ON APRIL 19 (REFTEL ANY 
INFORMATION USG COULD PROVIDE ON POSSIBILITY OF BLAST 
IN IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 

2. MEHDI STATED THAT GOP HAD ' GOOD REASON TO BELIEVE" 

THAT INDIANS 

INTENDED TO STAGE SECOND EXPLOSION SOME 

TIME BEFORE APRIL 26. POSSIBILITY OF EXPLOSION 

HAPPENING THIS QUICKLY HAD ALREADY LED MFA TO RECONSIDER 

ADVISABILITY OF PROCEEDING WITH SIMLA PROCESS CIVIL AIR 

TALKS WHICHH INDIANS HAVE PROPOSED BEGIFYIN NEW DPT .HI 

M QY 12. MINISTRY FEARS THAT IF TALKS ARE HELD IN 

WAKE OF SECOND EXPLOSION ANY CONCESSIONS GOP MAKES TO 

BREAK DEADLOCK WHICH 

DEVELOPEDIN FIRST ROUND LAST 

NOVEMBER (SUCH AS ISSUE OF ICAO JURISDICTION) WOULD 
BE REGARDED BY IMPORTANT SEGMENT OF PAK OPINION AS HAVING 
BEEN AGREED TO OUT OF FEAR OF NUCLEAR INDIA WHATEVER 
THEIR REAL BASIS MIGHT HAVE BEEN AND HOWEVER MANY 
CONCESSIONS THE GOI MIGHT OFFER. PRESENT THINKING AT 
MFA IS TO WITHHOLD ANY REPLY TO INDIAN PROPOSAL UNTIL 
SITUATION BECOMES MORE CLEAR. OTHER OPTION, TO ACCEPT 
PROPOSAL AND LATER TO POSTPONE TALKS SHOULD BLAST 
OCCUR. WOULD IN MEHDI'S VIEW HAVE EVEN MORE SERIOUS 
IMPLICATIONS FOR NORMALIZJLION PROCESS. 

3. MEHDI ALSO STATED THAT PAKS ARE CONSIDERING 
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ISSUING STATEMENT SHORTLY IN ADVANCE OF 
POSSIBLE INDIAN EXPLOSION. HE SAID THEY WILL 
IN ANY EVENT CERTAINLY ISSUE ONE AFTER IT. 

4. MEHDI DECLARED THAT MFA GREATLY REGRETTED THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS. HE REITERATED THE PAK COMMITMENT TO 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS WITH INDIA AND RECALLED THE 
SPECIAL IMPORTANCE THE GOP ATTACHES TO THE SUCCESS OF 
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THE CIVIL AIR TALKS, THE FIRST IMPORTANT SIMLA PROCESS 
NEGOTIATIONS AFTER THE KASHMIR DEVELOPMENTS OF FEBRUARY 
AND THE LIFTING OF THE U.S. ARMS EMBARGO AT THAT TIME. HE 
SAID THAT NONETHELESS THE GOP HAD TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF 
PUBLIC OPINION. HE RECALLED THAT THIS HAD BEEN AN 
IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN THE GOP'S DECISION, FOLLOWING THE 
FIRST INDIAN EXPLOSION, TO CALL OFF THE NORMALIZATION 
TALKS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN LAST JUNE 10. (THESE WERE NOT 
RESCHEDULED UNTIL MID-SEPTEMBER.) 

5. MEHDI SAID HE HAD NOT APPROACHED OTHER MISSIONS 
HERE FOR THEIR GOVERNMENTS’ ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS FOR 
SECOND EXPLOSION. HE SAID THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT BE 
WILLING TO PASS ON ANY INFORMATION AND THE CHINESE, 

WHO WOULD, WOULD NOT HAVE ANY. HE WAS CONSIDERING 
TALKING WITH THE BRITS. HE SAID THAT IF THE ASSESSMENT 
THAT THE U.S. PASSED ON PROVED TO BE INACCURATE 

THE PAKS WOULD, OF COURSE, UNDERSTAND THAT ANY SUCH 
ESTIMATE CAN BE WRONG. 

6. COMMENT: MEHDI'S REQUEST FOR INFORMATON WAS 
ALMOST CERTAINLY MADE WITH KNOWLEDGE OF SENIOR MFA 
LEVELS. (HE QUOTED FOREIGN SECRETARY AGHA SHAHI AS 
SAYING THAT THE AMERICANS WERE LIKELY 

TO KNOW WHAT WAS 
GOING ON.) WHILE WE COM 
INUE TO BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD 

BE INADVISABLE TO SHARE OUR ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS FOR 
A SECOND INDIAN EXPLOSION WITH THE PAKS. DEPARTMENT 
(AND NEW DELHI) MAY BE AWARE OF FACTORS WHICH MIGHT 
LEAD TO A DIFFERENT CONCLUSION UNDER THE DISTRUBING 
CIRCUMSTANCES MEHDI HAS OUTLINED. WE WOULD IN ANY 
EVENT STILL APPRECIATE ANY EXEGESIS OF SETHNA STATEMENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 ISLAMA 03549 221628Z 

(MEHDI SAYS THIS WAS BASIS OF BHUTTO COMMENT THAT 

INDIAN EXPLOSION COMING SOON) WHICH ACTION ADDRESSEES CAN 

PROVIDE. 

BYROADE 
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